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AT THE END of her stay with the de Laignes, Alice le
Hombre, whose parents lived at Marseilles, was to take
Catherine back with her. As soon as the visit was
decided upon Catherine began trying to think of a way
in which it might be utilized for seeing Michel; but she
had scarcely made the suggestion before all its difficul-
ties became apparent. What excuse could he make to
his parents to cover an absence of several days ? Where
would they be able to meet ? If anyone saw them their
parents were sure to be informed at once. Then there
was the money question. How could he raise the
necessary sum for the journey? Quite simply Michel
asked Catherine to send him all the money she could
get hold of. If he could only get enough for his ticket
and his room and a couple of francs a day for food he
would be all right. But when she said she had none he
suggested she should put aside all the odd change that
her mother might leave lying about in her drawers or
purse; she could even offer to go shopping for her
mother and thus find means of saving a little here and
there; and she would surely be given her pocket-
money for the trip, so that all she need do was
pretend to have lost her purse.. In that way she
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